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IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION. 


OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and develop- 
ment of free and other public libraries in the State of 
Iowa. 


MEMBERS £2 Officiis. 
JoHNSON BriGHAM, State Librarian , President. 
Joun F. Riccs, State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. 
Grorce E. MacLean, President of the State 
University. 
MEMBERS BY APPOINTMENT. 
Mrs. Horace M. Towner, Corning. 
Mrs. Davio W. Norris, Grinnell. 
Mrs. Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. 
Carr. W. H. Jounston, Fort Dodge. 


Axice S, Tyier, Secretary, Des Moines. 








Unintentional Advertising. 


Many books owe their local notoriety 
(frequently shortlived) to the fact that 
a librarian permits her private opinion 
regarding them to be made public 


through the newspaper. The con- 
scientious librarian in estimating rela- 
tive values in her library, especially 
in connection with children’s books, 
has a right and a duty in deciding as 
to what books shall be placed invit- 
ingly on the open shelves, or as to 
whether, among the multitude of books, 
& certain book shall be purchased. 


Few libraries have the funds to buy all 
the books that are sought for by ‘“‘the 
public’, nor would it be desirable; a 
librarian who uses careful discrimina- 
tion in the selection of books bought 
with the people’s taxes, has no apology 
to make for attempting at all times to 
have the selection, wholesome, help- 
ful and stimulating. All books, even 
reasonably good, can not find a place 
on the shelves of our smaller libraries. 
The judgment of the librarian and 
book committee is likely at fault some- 
times, in making selections, but cer- 
tainly it is a part of their responsibility 
which can not be evaded. 
Notwithstanding these considera- 
tions, however, it is not necessary that 
these decisions shall be heralded in 
the public press, anymore than that 
the decisions of a teacher as to the 
particular methods of instructing a 
certain grade shall be. A library is 
stronger and has the confidence of the 
community in much larger measure, if 
trustees and librarians avoid any men- 
tion of decisions regarding the ex- 
clusion of certain books. By all means 
bar the books which you consider 
objectionable, but do not announce 
the fact. You can not buy all books, 











hence careful selection is imperative. 
The library’s records are always open 
for public inspection and those who 
are making a study of these matters 
can. easily gain the information 
needed, at the library, but the adver- 
tising of undesirable books is certainly 
not the function of the library. 

Newspapers are the strong friends 
and allies of public libraries and the 
reporter should always be welcomed 
and given any items regarding the 
library, the publication of which will 
be helpful to the library and the peo- 
ple. But there is advertising and 
advertising, and by all means, do not 
confuse the exploiting of an undesir- 
able book with good advertising. 


New Books of Interest to Iowa 
Librarians. 


*‘Towa, the first free State in the 
Louisiana purchase’’ is the title of a 
new book by Rev. Dr. Salter of Bur- 
lington. This is published by A. C. 
McClurg & Co. for $1.20 net, and it 
seems almost needless to say should 
bein every Iowa library. Doctor Salter 
writes out of a ripe experience as one 
of the pioneers and had a personal ac- 
quaintance with many of the men who 
had much to do with Iowa’s admission 
to the Union as a free state in 1846. 
This is a notable contribution to Iowa 
history. 

‘‘An old man’s idyl’’ by Wolcott 
Johnson is another book by an Iowa 
author, this pseudonym veiling the 
name of one who is known to all the 
librarians of Iowa. Since the review- 
ers of this book have already revealed 
the name of the author, librarians will 
read the book with interest, and will 
welcome it to theirshelves. Published 
by McClurg & Co. at $1.00, 











*What the Club Woman has 


Right to Expect from the 


Public Library. 


BY BESSIE SARGEANT SMITH, 
Librarian, Carnegie-Stout Public Library, Dubuque. 


Broadly speaking, the aim of each 
club woman is, by means of her club, to 
become a better citizen herself and to 
help others to become better citizens, 
Our country over, in the smallest ham- 
lets and in the largest cities, women 
have sought by broadening their intel- 
lectual life to develop such citizenship, 
The eyes of the club woman are con- 
stantly toward the summit and she 
seeks to turn the eyes of those 
around her, individuals and institu- 
tions, toward that summit. Our club 
woman is a citizen with the highest 
ideals. In what ways and how far hag 
she a right to expect co-operation and 
sympathy from the public library? 
Surely just what any citizen, seeking 
the best, has a right to expect, 
Briefly, the expectation that the library 
shall be made an educational center 
for the entire community; including 
the artisan, the man or woman who 
came to America twenty or thirty 
years ago, who still, and~ naturally, 
loves to read in the mother tongue, ag 
well as the child whose imagination 
needs to be stimulated by tales of the 
adventures of old. And then we come 
around in our circle and ask: What 
is an educational center? Too often 
when we hear someone say—Oh! of 
course the library should be an ed- 
ucational center, we feel that the 
term sounds well, but is perhaps @ 
little vague. A college, an academy 
may be an educational center. The 
term as we apply it should be broader 
and more wide reaching. The 
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library should seek to develop and 
enrich each life in the community 
by setting before each person the book 
suited to his needs, a book with power 
to arouse further zeal. To the elec- 
trician inspiration to awaken his latent 
ideas, to the automobile enthusiast 
some thought to encourage his me- 
chanical ability, to the housewife a 
glimpse into other people’s kitchens 
and pantries, to the scholar the sense 
of fellowship with more mature minds, 
to each in turn the book which holdsa 
stimulus to the step beyond. 

How should the librarian try to do 
all this? Please notice that ‘‘try.’’ 


We scatter corn to the pigeons in the 
street, we do not thrust it down their 
throats. So we make out a list of 
books on electricity and advertise it 
that all may see. 


We put up pictures 
of the latest automobiles. We buy 
the newest cook books. In every way 
we keep pace with the thought of the 
times, if we can, with the pace-makers 
of the times. 

Yet what of those who want the re- 
cent novel and that only? Shall the 
librarian who feels so keenly the per- 
sistent and insistent cry for the writ- 
ings of the hour yield weakly to that 
demand? Shall she think merely of 
the statistics of circulation which loom 
up in such merciless figures at the end 
of the year? Shall she care only for 
those figures and nothing for the mis- 
erable pabulum which may make 
eighty per cent of them? We are 
seeking to make better people, better 
citizens; is it in this way we can ac- 
complished our end? No, never by 
the mere reading of the present day 
novel and that alone. Perhaps we 
may pause a moment to say plainly 
why not, if the answer is not too ob- 


vious. ‘‘It is a little like living before 
a looking-glass, this novel reading— 
like eating ice cream or plum pudding 
every day in a room hung with mir- 
rors, keeping your desk in range of 
the full length mirror. The novels we 
read may teach, as the mirror may de- 
clare at a glance the disordered coif- 
fure or the tumbled stock that should 
be set right. If we look at ourselves 
in these modern novels that are hold- 
ing the mirror up to nature, there is a 
danger of stopping at the looking— 
you all know how you’d send children 
away from too much contemplation of 
a new frock or suit of clothes.”” The 
mirror and novel are both for use ulti- 
mately, as our psychologists tell us 
everthing must be, that is to have a 
worthy part in our life, and the libra- 
rian should of course satisfy the legiti- 
mate desire for recreative reading. 
We try to beautify our cities by little 
breathing spaces, our little park cir- 
cles, by putting boxes of flowers in our 
windows, and for what purpose except 
to give delight to the eye of the passer, 
to give the workman weary from the 
morning’s hard labor a place to drop 
for rest, to recreate his inner life for 
the heavy duty of the next hour. Why 
may not the library, too, help give 
this pleasure, this legitimate recrea- 
tion? Truly it has its share in the 
function of our library, as much as the 
making of parks beautiful has its 
share in the improvement of the town 
or community, and the club woman 
seeking to add clean parks to her city 
for the recreation of all may legiti- 
mately look to the library for clean 
stories to furnish mental recreation. 
Enjoyment of healthful pleasure is an 
essential in the all round citizenship 
towards which we are aiming. 





We seem too often to think pleasure 
belongs merely to those who frivol. 
But is there not much to be learned 
from pleasures? Surely the great 
founder of the mother play realized 
this. 

So let the librarian buy carefully 
of the good, newest novels and liber- 
ally of the old book friends, which 
have grown in beauty of thought with 
age, and let her strive in every way 
to gain for these old book friends new 
library friends who will give them sub- 
stantial appreciation which is not like 
the shallow popularity given to the 
ephemeral. The ways and means by 
which the librarian may seek to in- 
crease a reading and a liking for some- 
thing not a novel and for a good novel, 
are many. Let the novels themselves 
help as they often do. There’s a 


charming story about a snuffbox full 


—the story not the snuffbox—of 
Browning’s poetry, its spirit—a half 
quotation—an allusion—not lines en- 
tire—which are frequently skipped, 
everybody knows, and a word to a 
bright schoolgirl, ar impersonal point- 
ing out of the added charm in this sort 
of allusion when you know and love 
the poems, with the hint given by a 
copy of the ‘‘Dramatiec Lyrics’’ in that 
alluring grey-green cover so well 
known to us all, are marvelous in their 
power to influence. 

Again this same little book may be 
a “‘guide post on one of the broad roads 
that lead to Rome.’”’ It suggests the 
fascination of present day Italian poli- 
tics, the relations between the Pope 
and King of which we all know some- 
thing—of which we might easily, many 
of us, know more, if we should once 
discover the delight of finding them 
out, of really knowing them, other 


than as backgrounds for such charming 
tales as this of Mr. Harland’s. 
the historical novel sets people to read- — 
ing history unabridged is a delightful © 
fact and here the club woman naturally © 
expects the librarian to keep ahead of 
her with bulletin lists of the sources of © 


the novelist. ; 
So the club woman may expect from — 
the librarian not alone unity in senti-— 
ment, but active service; that the library — 
may not be known as a place where only — 
the fleeting stories of the moment may 
be had freely for the asking, but where 
the best is always to be found. And 
we thus have the first step wherein the 
club woman, as a citizen of the high- 
est ideals may look to the librarian for 
unity of sentiment and effort—to ad- 
vance and raise the grade of reading, 
Some of you will say, that is merely 
a small part of what we hope for in our 
library—you are providing only for 
the present generation, what of the 
foundation, is it not to be laid? What 
of our future citizens? We want them 
to have the best. Club women have 
long recognized the deep significance 
of all that must be done for those who 
in the years before us are to be the 
citizens of our country. The waysin 
which they: have made their interest in 
the child felt are so diverse, so varied, 
so efficient in their power and 80 
wide reaching, that we in the library 
have no feeling of wonder when you 
say you want us to stretch out the right 
hand of helpfulness and stand ready to 
second and further your interest in the 
child. We too have been working for 
the child and now that you ask us # 
help in your work for him we shall 
simply have to say that from now on 
we will work together consciously, a8 
we have been doing unconsciously 
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in years past. It is as natural for the 
librarian as the breath of life, to think 
of the books needed for the child; of a 
comfortable, attractive room where he 
may read and where his school work 
may be supplemented. The statement 
is almost axiomatic in the library that 
the child’s needs will always receive 
attention, at least equal to that paid to 
other library patrons. How shall the 
best results be obtained by the library 
for the child-mind, so plastic that we 
may well tremble sometimes knowing 
how ready it is to receive every new 
impression? First let there pervade 
the touch that woman’s fingers alone 
can give in every nook and corner 
of the children’s room, until 


welcome is felt on the very thres- 
hold. That form of restraint which 
dries all spontaneity should never be 
employed and the child should know 


that the place is for him first and 
always. Above all we “must have 
genuine love, no simulation, permea- 
ting every act, even the giving out of 
a book that the child may instinctively 
realize there is a friend on the other 
side of the desk. The librarian should 
know each little one by name, for a 
child feels the warmth which recogni- 
tion gives as well as we older ones feel 
it; indeed I believe even more. Here 
too the librarian, alert and adaptable 
will seize many things by which to 
arouse zeal and stimulate new thought. 
A list of college stories may enthuse 
some girl to look forward to a college 
life for herself, and perhaps solve the 
ways and means problem. Then there 
is the small boy; he isn’t thinking all 
the time of the football hero—it is often 
the knight in armour off to the Holy 
land—he wants once a week or so—and 
between times the real hero on the 


white horse looking over the battle 
field, the hero whose battles can be 
fought all over again on maps— 
Napoleon or Hannibal or Alexander; 
think of the thousands of times 
Alexander has conquered the world 
through the fiery spirit of a schoolboy 
fortunate enough to get hold of a real 
book about him. ‘‘A book with the 
greatness of the conquest left in, not 
popularized away for the sake of get- 
ting it into a cheap edition.’”’ Boys 
want the real thing not the condensed, 
they want to follow the procession or 
to run to the fire—not to read a brief 
narrative of it in the next morning’s 
paper. Of course Alexander is dead 
but the boy can still see his picture 
more or less authentic and in it his 
own conception of the greatness of a 
great spirit. So Grant’s uniform will 
brush up against Alexander’s shield 
in our exhibit of heroes. 

Many are the influences which the 
trained librarian must call to her aid: 
the right bulletin with its few but sug- 
gestive pictures, centering around one 
point of interest, should be frequently 
made with a brief list of books on the 
subject illustrated ; little talks to a few 
children gathered on a rainy day or 
selections read from some favorite; 
above and beyond all is the personal 
touch which does far more in leading 
to better reading, in turning a child’s 
interest into new channels, than any- 
thing in the world. 

Although Alexander may have 
filled the world centuries ago he can 
not now, and the school life is an 
important part of the boy’s world—at 
least in the minds of his parents and 
teachers. Here too the librarian has a 
‘finger in the pie.’”” She knows the 
teachers and keeps in touch with the 





work of the schools—even ahead of it. 
So that the children, inquiring for 
books on special topics assigned by 
their teachers, find them ready on the 
shelves—and thus miss the wild hurry 
that should form no part of a librarian’s 
daily work any more than it should of 
the club woman’s well ordered home. 

Yet, though the librarian may love 
children and be ever ready to help 
them—she can not know them—not 
even the club woman can expect her 
to—as does the teacher. It is there- 
fore from the school library that the 
very best results are obtained. When 
twenty-five books are placed in a 
school as a distributing center, they 
are almost sure to reach the right 
twenty-five children. Primarily these 
books may supplement the school work, 
but here too let recreation have its 
part; mental play in legitimate quan- 


tities helps the mental work. Talks 
given by the librarian on the value of 
books lead easily to a story hour with 
perhaps its tale of the wondrous hero 
of yore. Thestimulation of these story 


hours any library report shows. As 
the club woman and the librarian 
work together for the child so do the 
teacher and the librarian. We try to 
know the teachers—take a personal 
interest in their work, give all possible 
extra book privileges and library ad- 
vantages. It is another happy way of 
applying the working together spirit. 
We made the assertion that the club 
woman is a citizen with the highest 
ideals, seeking to advance her intellec- 
tual life, to know her city, studying 
much and many things. It is, there- 
fore, true that from the very nature of 
her work she turns more to the library 
than the majority, for alas! all our 
citizens have not the highest ideals. 
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We have spoken generally of the work- 
ing-together ideals in co-operation. — 
Along what more definite lines shall ~ 
the library work with and for the club 
woman? Always, no matter how much 
time is involved, let the public library 
try to answer all questions and inquir- 
ies of the club women; what if it does 
take one all afternoon to find out how 
many acres of land are in the Vatican 
gardens, that is one reason for the 
very existence of a public library—to 
inform. Never failing readiness and 
desire to help in all ways should be 
taken so as a matter of course in the 
library that no thought of anything 
else will enter the mind of any citizen 
or club woman; and it will be so if the 
librarian has the right spirit of reach- — 
ing out to each individual the very — 
best in the librarian and inthe library. — 
If this is not there then the club woman, 
for the sake of all, as well as for her 
own work, should demand that it be 
created. The librarian, perhaps, may 
help by building up the club programs 
and certainly she should keep informed 
as to all club work. 

Special ways of effecting practical 
help in each particular place will of 
course be evident to the alert librarian, 
All we have cited can be accomplished 
—is being accomplished all over the 
country from the National library of 
which we are so justly proud, to the 
smallest library. We are not ‘“‘the idle 
singers of an empty day.’”’ And asin 
the school work teachers and the 
librarian try to keep in advance of the 
daily routine, so with the club pro- 
grams the librarian should try by all 
means never to lag behind; she should ~ 
search for all material on all subjects — 
being investigated by the clubs and — 
keep this material in one place, avail- 





able for club use only, either to be cir- 
culated or to remain in the library, as 
the leader may prefer. She should 
extend to the leader and members of 
classes privileges similar to those 
given the teachers so that any number 
of books may be drawn at one time for 
a reasonable length of time. If the 
material in the library on certain sub- 
jects seems meagre she should buy 
all books the library can afford on that 
subject for the club work. Talks to 
the clubs on the use of reference books 
often prove helpful and an incentive 
to personal research on the part of the 
women which is always better than 
any help given by the librarian. 
Lists of the books on the subject of 
study should be kept near the books 
and, if possible, preserved from year to 
year. These will be of much value for 
reference. In some of our libraries 


rooms have been set apart for the ex- 
clusive use of clubs and I think have 


always been appreciated. This of 
course is not possible in all places ow- 
ing to the lack of room or other con- 
siderations. 

Have we learned anything from our 
little talk together? Weshall find out 
by and by, or other people will, when 
they see the librarians becoming more 
helpful to the club women, in the spirit 
of co-operation, when they see the 
club women expecting and receiving, 
as leading citizens, more and more 
from the library as a result of this 
spirit of co-operation. 





We need to be reminded every day 
how many are the books of inimitable 
glory, which, with all our eagerness 
after reading, we have never taken in 
our hands, FREDERIC HARRISON. 


The Librarian: A Trustee’s View. 


: BY THOMAS GAY, 
President Chariton (Iowa) Library Board. 


There is a Mohammedan maxim 
which the rulers of that faith have 
long since ceased to practice and which 
I wish was better observed in our own 
Christian land. It reads like this: 
‘**Any ruler who appoints a person to a 
public office in his realm, when there 
is any available person better qualified 
to administer its affairs, commits a sin 
against God and the State.’ This 
maxim is a suggestive one for a Board 
of Library Trustees, for we must re- 
member that we will be judged by the 
measure of success morally as well as 
otherwise which the library attains, 
and that success can only come in full 
measure through the personal infiuence 
of the librarian. If that office is not 
filled by a capable person, it lacks the 
one thing needful. 

You may judge a Board of Trustees 
just as this maxim estimates a ruler— 
by the character of its appointees as 
exemplified in the administration of 
their official duties. 

Now, assuming that trustees have 
been wise and have installed a proper 
librarian, tactful, with a good and ever 
increasing knowledge of authors and 
their productions and with a deep- 
seated love for the work, can the 
individual members of a Board of 
Trustees from that time assume that 
their whole duty is done and ignore 
their creation? 

The librarian may be accomplishing 
much in making the library a success, 
continually bearing the cross of all the 
annoying and petty details of adminis- 
tration. The public sees it and the 
trustees realize it, but does the librarian 
know that you know it and appreciate 








it? Has she been commended person- 
ally in a hearty manner, and, if not, 
why not? 

That the faithful employee should 
give her strength and a portion of her 
life to an institution for a stipend, 
building a solid foundation for her 
community’s interest and never re- 
ceiving a word of commendation, 
seems pitiable.. We should give our 
librarian her due in this respect, and 
we are paid abundantly when it is 
received with eyes shining with happi- 
ness. And, remember that such com- 
mendation not only gives your librarian 
additional happiness, but also gives 
her additional power for good and 
adds a moral force to her work which 
can come from no other source. While 
this is being done, inquire into the 
details of her work. We should know 
something of how to direct, or at least 
how affairs are being directed in an 
institution of which we are the trustees. 
At any rate, such an interest mani- 
fested is a source of happiness and 
power to the librarian. Study then to 
make your librarian happy, and the 
patrons will feel the influence of an 
added power in administration. 





Appointment of Commissioner. 


The term of Mrs. Horace M. Towner 
as a member of the Library Commis- 
sion having expired June 30, 1905, the 
Governor very promptly reappointed 
her for a period of five years. The 
valued service Mrs. Towner has 
rendered to the library interests of the 
State, makes her reappointment a 
cause of gratification to her many 
friends in the State. 





Book Exchange. 
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This column is for the free use of all 


libraries of the State in announcing ~ 


any books they may wish to dispose of. 
The price named is that for which the 
books will be sold. 
Pusiic Lisprary, Cresco, Iowa. 
(Mrs. Edith T. Morton, Librarian.) 
North American Review, Vols. 134, 135, 





138, 139, 140, 141; bound in light brown © 


leather backs and corners and paper sides. 


Scribner’s Magazine, Vols. 25, 26, 27, 28; © 
bound in black leather back and corners and © 


cloth sides. 
volume. 


These are for sale at $1.00 per 


Pusric LispRARy, Chariton, Iowa. 

Arena, volumes 13 to 20 inclusive, bound 
in half leather, marble paper sides (except 
one volume with cloth sides) 75 cents per vol- 
ume, being the cost of binding. 

Iowa LispRARY Commission, Des Moines. 


(Alice S. Tyler, Secretary.) 


The following complete volumes of period- | 


icals (unbound) are on hand in the periodical 


exchange and will be sent free, the recipient © 


paying transportation. 


Century, Old series, Vols. 27, 28, 29, 30, © 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 


43, 45, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52. 


Chautauquan, Vols. 4, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 7 


14, 15, 16, 17, 18. 
Cosmopolitan, Vols. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33. 
McClure, Vols. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17. 
Munsey, Vols. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 30. 
Outlook, Vols. 59, 61, 62, 63, 64, 66, 67, 68, 
69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75. 





WANTED. 


ERICSON PuBLic LIBRARY, Boone, 
(Miss Bessie Mottatt, Librarian.) 


Iowa. 


Es Siete) 


Congressional Globe, Vol. 19, part 6, first 
session of Fiftieth Congress, being the record — 


for period of June 7 to July 9, 1888. 
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Library News of the State. 


a 


Albia Following closely upon the 
favorable vote of the people of Albia 
to establish a free public library, the 
announcement is made that Mr. Car- 
negie had offered $10,000.00 for the 
erection of a library building for that 


















will be met. A board of library trus- 
tees has been appointed by the mayor 
consisting of Hon. N. E. Kendall, J. 
§. Moon, C. B. Powell, F. L. Morse, 
C. G. Hoover, Miss Mollie Ralston, 
Mrs. Louisa M. Anderson, Mrs. 
Augusta C. Eschbaugh and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Richmond. 

It is the intention of the trustees to 
make a beginning as soon as possible 
by opening the library in a room in 
the court house, a book fund having 
already been subscribed by the busi- 
ness men of Albia. 


Atlantic —Miss Mary N. Adams has 
been elected librarian of the Atlantic 
Public Library to succeed Miss Pearl 
Evans, whose resignation as librarian 
took effect in April. Miss Lillian E. 
Cook, of Clinton, is serving as the 
librarian until August 1st when Miss 
Adams will return from the Summer 
Library School at the S. U. I. 


Cedar Rapids. — The eighth annual 
report of the Cedar Rapids Free Pub- 
lic Library presents in its usual attrac- 
tive printed form the work accom- 
plished during the year 1904. The 
increase in circulation and the growth 
of the work in all directions is most 
encouraging. The crowded condition 
of the old quarters leads to keen 
anticipation of the occupancy of the 
new $75,000 building. 



























city, on the usual conditions, which’ 


Colfax.—An offer for $5,000.00 for the 
erection of a library building has been 
made to Colfax by Mr. Carnegie and 
the City Council has signified its 
willingness to comply with the usual 
conditions. The Library Board has 
selected a desirable site for the build- 
ing. 

Cherokee.—The new Carnegie build- 
ing of the free public library at Chero- 
kee was dedicated May 2, 1905, the 
exercises being held at 8 P. M. at the 
Congregational church. The pro- 
gram was as follows: 
Invocation............,....Rev. Geo. I. Long 
BIE. tins cc cnaseontencccenenes Miss Molyneux 
History of Library Movement........ 

fc0bseueeesacysanes Mrs. M. Wakefield 
Report of Building Committee....... 
Mr. R. H. Scribner 
Delivery of Keys to Trustees......... 
cceecacesese Mayor J. H. Burlingame 
Acceptance of Trust..Mrs. J. H. Burlingame 
Letters from Charter Members. ............. 
BBUGEB«. 0 6505060000, paesncasecs vac Quartette 
Mesdames Delaplane and Weart, 
Messrs. Fletcher and Steele. 
Dedicatory Address ...............-. 


Miss Alice S. Tyler, Secretary Iowa 
Library Commission. 


A reception at the library followed 
the exercises. 

The building is brick with stone: 
trimmings and the main floor is most 
conveniently arranged for supervision 
by the librarian, with general reading 
room, children’s room, study room and 
librarian’s room. 

The library dates from 1886 when 
the Ladies’ Library Association was 
formed and it has been under the per- 
sonal charge of the women of this 
Association until the erection of the 
new building, although the municipal 
tax was voted in 1898. The trustees 
have served in turn as librarian, with- 
out remuneration. A collection of 
almost 4,500 volumes were moved into 
the new building and the library enters 





upon a new eraof usefulness. Miss 
Jessie Swem has been appointed 
librarian, having entered upon her 
duties April 1st. 

The trustees are: Mrs. J. H. Bur- 
lingame, President; Mrs. M. Wake- 
field, Secretary; James F. Weart, C. 
A. Stiles, Mrs. E. C. Herrick, Mrs. G. 
A. Green, Mrs. W. A. Sanford, Mrs. 
F. J. Stanosheck, and Mrs. O. C. 
Ford. An advisory building committee 
consisted of F. J. Stanosheck, R. H. 
Scribner and C. A. Stiles. 


Davenport.—The work of the Daven- 
port Public Library for the year 1904 
is presented in a tasteful printed re- 
port, being the second annual report. 
This was issued at the close of Miss 
Freeman’s very successful administra- 
tion as librarian, and presents the 
activities of the library during the first 
year of the occupancy of the new 
building, and the period of the organi- 
zation of the institution. 


Des Moines. —The public library has 
added about 1,500 volumes for school 
use during the past winter, these books 
being sent to various schools in the 
city, where they are loaned for home 
use to the pupils. 

At the Sevastopol branch, a story 
hour for tke children is conducted 
every two weeks by Miss Gatch, the 
children’s librarian of the Des Moines 
library, and has proven very popular. 


Dubuque.—The second annual report 
in pamphlet form for the year 1904 
sets forth in inviting manner the work 
of the Carnegie-Stout Free Public 
Library. The rapidly growing work 
of. this library has been most gratify- 
ing. One of the features is an annual 
‘*Library Day”’ arranged by the Edu- 
cational Division of the Woman’s 


Club. A program of interest to the ™ 
children and a gift to the children’s’ 
room characterize these events. Lucy 
Fitch Perkins’ three-panel picture of © 
King Arthur was presented in 1904, 
Since the report was issued, Library” 
Day has again been celebrated May 6, 
1905, and an illustrated talk to the™ 
children by Miss Colby of Chicago and — 
a gift from the club of two casts of © 
Robbia’s bambinos were the features | 
of the day. , 
Forest City. —The Tourist Club of | 
Forest City recently voted to expend — 
annually a small sum for the benefit” 
of the public library. This year the © 
fund will be used for the purchase of” 
pictures. 
Harlan.—The city council of Harlan © 
has declined to accept the offer of the ™ 
P. E. O. Society of that place to donate ~ 
to the city the library of almost 1,400 — 
books which the Society has collected — 


_and maintained for several years. The 


Harlan council has failed to carry out © 
the wishes of the people of that town to © ; 
have a free public library, as expressed — 
at the polls more than a year ago. : 

Leon,—The free public library at 3 
Leon is to havea home of its own, Mr, r 
Carnegie having notified Hon. M. F.~ 
Stookey of his willingness to erect a 
library building for Leon to cost” 
$6,000 on the usual conditions. A site © 
has been selected and the building ~ 
will probably be begun during the 
summer. 

The Leon library owes its existence ~ 
to the earnest efforts of the Woman’s ~ 


Club of Leon, they having established 


the library in 1901, providing the ~ 
money for the purchase of books ~ 
and the maintenance of the library © 
until the municipal tax was voted in > 
1903. 





Marengo.—The selection and prepara- 
tion of the books for the new library 
at Marengo have delayed the opening 
of the Carnegie library building. Miss 
Pearl Hamilton has been elected 
librarian and is attending the Summer 
Library School at the State University, 
and it is expected that the library will 
be opened soon after her return. 


Marshalltown.—The seventh annual 
report of the Marshalltown Public 
Library for the year 1904, has been 
printed and distributed, and sets forth 
in statistical tables the growth and 
activities of the library during the past 
year. The report states that within the 
past year the library has received a 
bequest of $500.00 from the estate of 
Mrs. Anna Negley Brown, the interest 
of which is to be used for the purchase 
of books. Mrs. Conover, of Chicago, 
who provided the handsome furniture 
for the museum of the library, has 
added two more cases. Willard Hull 
has recently presented two handsome 
Chinese scrolls and the W. C. T. U. is 
to give a portrait of Francis Willard. 


Mrs. Grace King Haviland, the 
librarian, has been granted a few 
month’s leave of absence for a trip 
abroad. 


Muscatine —The school children of 
Muscatine were given a delightful 
afternoon in the lecture room of the 
P. M. Musser public library May 19, 
by a Japanese entertainment. This 
was called a trip to Japan under the 
direction of Miss Chase of the high 
school, who explained the decorations, 
costumes and exhibits to the children. 
Japanese songs and lullabys added to 
the pleasure of the afternoon, which 
proved not only entertaining, but in- 
structive, and will doubtless lead to an 


increased demand for literature on 
Japan. 

Osage.—An offer has been received 
from Mr. Carnegie for the erection of 
a library building for Osage to cost 
$10,000.00, and the conditions will 
doubtless be complied with. The Sage 
library of Osage had its origin in 1873 
in a gift of land from Orrin Sage, the 
founder of the town, for the purpose 
of establishing a library. The library 
has for a period of years occupied the 
second floor of a store building owned 
by the library. 

Ottumwa.—The printed report of the 
Ottumwa public library for 1904 is 
issued in attractive form and contains 
a full statement of the various activities 
of the library. The very successful 
work with the schools is fully set forth 
by the librarian, Miss Downey, as 
follows: 

** School rooms to the number of 26 
have become small branch libraries, 
circulating 1,779 books in the schools 
in the out-lying districts where the 
homes are too far away for the children 
to come to the main library. 

A new feature of the work this 
year has been the circulation of the 
books among the parents of school 
children; one hundred or more vol- 
umes of fiction with about twenty-five 
volumes of bound periodicals have 
been sent to each school for the chil- 
dren to take home to their parents, who 
are also encouraged to come to the 
schools to select their own books. In 
this way many are led to the library 
and others who can not come to the 
library are able to have books. Seven 
hundred and three volumes of fiction 
and seventy-one bound volumes of 
periodicals are circulating in this man- 
ner.”’ 





Oxford Junction—The litigation re- 
garding the bequest of John Wrigie 
has resulted in the court directing the 
executors of the estate to turn over to 
the town of Oxford Junction about 
$3,500.00 for the maintenance of a 
public library in that town. 

Pella.—An offer of a site for @ 
library building by a resident of Pella, 
together with a proposition from Mr. 
Carnegie to erect a $10,000.00 library 
building on the usual conditions, makes 
it necessary for the people of Pella to 
vote on the question of a municipal tax 
for the support of the library. This 
must be decided before the gift can be 
accepted. 


Shenandoah.—The Board of Trustees 
have selected Miss Berdina Jay to be 
the librarian of the new library, the 
building of which will be dedicated 
August ist. Miss Jayis attending the 
Summer School for Library Training 
at the State University. 

The books have been purchased for 
the new library and are being cata- 
logued by Miss Mabel Caldwell 
Willard. 


Vinton.— An additional sum of $2,- 
500.00 has been given by Mr. Carnegie 
to the Vinton Public Library for the 
completion of their building, thus 
enabling the Library Board to use 
this amount for books, which they had 
advanced for finishing the building. 

West Liberty—H. W. Hughes, who 
has been President of the Library 
Board for several years and enthusi- 
astically identified with the West Lib- 
erty library, has removed from there 
to Burlington on account of business 
changes. He will be greatly missed 
in the conduct of library affairs in 
West Liberty. 


a4 


Winterset.—The library is bein 
classified and cataloged by Miss Allie 
Mann of the Illinois State Libra 
School and the new Carnegie library 
building was opened to the publig 
June 16th. A good collection of 
books has been in process of collees 
tion since the library was founded ig 
1891 and there are now almost 4,00) 
well selected volumes in the library, 
Miss Mary Cassidy has been the 
capable and enthusiastic librari 
since the beginning. . 


W. R. U.. Library School, Cleve: 
land. . t 
It was the good fortune of the Secre- 
tary of the Iowa Library Commission 
to spend a few days during the month 
of May at the Library School of 
Western Reserve University, Cleves 
land. The establishment of this school 
was rendered pessible by the generoug. 
gift in February, 1903 of one hundred 
thousand dollars from Mr. An 
Carnegie to form an endowment fund, 
The school opened last fall with fours 
teen students in the junior year and 
fifteen special students, the latter be 
ing from the Cleveland libraries and 
taking a portion of the work: Two 
students in the Junior class are from 
Iowa. The first year has been most 
prosperous and unusual conditions 
exist for combining with the instruc 


tion the actual experience in connet 
tion with the Cleveland Public Lib 
with its splendid branch libraries 
distributing centers. 

The Secretary of the Iowa Com- 
mission gave lectures on the following 
subjects before the school: 
_ Library extension through State commit 
sions. 

Individuality in library work. ¢ 

Some tests of a library’s efficiency. . 

The library organizer: what to do and 
what not to do. f 
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An attractive exhibit of the work of 
the Iowa Library Commission was 
made at Waterloo, at the Biennial 
meeting of the Iowa Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, May 10-12. The 
Traveling library is one of the most 
important of the Commission activities 
and a map of the State with stars in- 
dicating the 310 traveling library cen- 
ters showed at a glance the extent of 
the work. A regular 50-volume mis- 
cellaneous library and subject libra- 
ries on the Arthurian legend, Renais- 
sance of art in Italy, Domestic science 
and Russia were shown. The library 
on Russia was contributed by the 
Spencer Woman’s Club and the one on 
Domestic science by the study clubs 
of Council Bluffs to be loaned to I. F. 
W. C. clubs through the Library Com- 
mission. It is hoped that this is the 
beginning of a series of small libraries 
on popular subjects of study, contrib- 
uted by clubs. 

The books for the blind in N. Y. 
Point were shown, this being an inter- 
esting branch of Traveling Library 
work. 


The books on the Arthurian legend 
and Renaissance in Italy were accom- 
panied. by pictures to be loaned with 
the books, these subjects being made 
doubly interesting in this way. 

The general work of the Library 
Commission in the field of library ex- 
tension was shown by a map of the 
State giving the location of local libra- 
ries supported by municipal tax, also 
indicating the fifty-six towns and cities 
having Carnegie buildings and the 
fifteen having buildings provided by 


gifts of citizens; this map was accom- 
panied by pictures of the exteriors of 
about forty library buildings in the 
State, floor plans of a few build- 
ings, statistics and a plentiful supply 
of the printed matter issued by the 
Commission. 

Picture bulletins were also exhibited 
as a suggestion to club women as to 
how they might aid their small libra- 
ries in calling attention to better books 
and also popularize club programs. 

The Club Program Committee and 
the Library Committee of the I. F. W. 
C. united with the Library Commis- 
sion in this exhibit as these agencies 
have co-operated in the educational 
work of the Federation, the Traveling 
Library being constantly used by the 
club women in their work. The re- 
sults of the work of the Club Program 
Committee have been seen in the Com- 
mission office in the improved and 
definite character of the requests sent 
in by clubs for books. — 

The exhibit of the Program Com- 
mittee showed many of the one-subject 
programs prepared by the committee, 
these being tastefully mounted on gray 
boards with pictures bearing on the 
subjects. 





Iowa Library Association. 
OFFICERS. 


Mrs. Horace M. Towner, President, 


Corning. 

Hon. C, J. A. Ericson, Vice President, 
Boone. 

Miss Mary E. Downey, Secrefary, Ot- 
tumwa. 


Mr. Hare Dovucrass, 7reasurer, Grin- 
nell. , 


The sixteenth annual meeting of the 
Association will be held in Fort Dodge 
next October. 








A Valuable Iowa Book Free. 


A limited number of copies of the 
report of the Iowa Columbian Com- 
mission, 1893, have been placed with 
the Library Commission for distribu- 
tion to the public libraries of the state, 
through the courtesy of Mrs. Jessie 
Mallory Thayer, of Chariton. These 
were placed in the public libraries 
which were in existence at the time of 
publication, but libraries which have 
been founded since that date will 
doubtless be glad to receive them. 

Mrs. Thayer’s father, the late Hon. 
S. H. Mallory, was chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Iowa Col- 
umbian Commission for the World’s 
Fair at Chicago, 1893, and the report 
contains full information and statistics 
regarding the State at that time, and 
of the exhibits made at Chicago. It is 


an attractive book of 421 pages, bound 
in cloth, and illustrated. Write to the 
Iowa Library Commission, sending 
sixteen cents to cover postage, and it 
will be sent to your library by mail. 





A. L. A. Book Lists. 


The Publishing Board of the A. L. 
A. has been issuing, since the begin- 
ning of the year, a monthly list of 
recent books with brief notes designed 
to assist librarians in selection. This 
list is issued monthly except June, 
July, August and September. The 
Iowa Library Commission mails this 
list free to all free public libraries in 
the State and to the chairman of the 
book committee of these libraries; the 
May number has been sent out 
and no other will be issued until fall. 
Librarians will kindly notify us if they 
are receiving this by direct subscrip- 
tion so that we may avoid unnecessary 


46 


duplication. ‘‘The Buying List 
Recent Books’’ formerly issued by 
Wisconsin Library Commission aj 
used by other State library commis 
has been discontinued. 





Picture Bulletins. 


It has for some time been the de 
of the Secretary of the Commission} 
provide a few good picture bulletingj 
be loaned to the librarians of the Stak 
either for exhibit purposes or for sy 
gestions as to design in making othey 
Through the kindness of a few liby 
rians and heads of library schools 9 
now have a small collection which ¥ 
be loaned to the librarians of the Stal 
for a period of a few weeks, eith 
singly or in groups. The followim 
bulletins are now on hand: ; 

Arthurian legend, Birds, Capta 
Kidd the pirate, Chivalry, Hawthor 
Indians, Manual training, May ¢ ; 
Summer sports for boys and Wash 
ington. 

Librarians wishing to secure any; 
these should write to Miss e 
Those borrowing them, will, of cours 
be expected to pay transportation. — 





Iowa has been represented duril 
the past year in the regular lib 
training schools as follows: 


Illinois State Library School, Urbana, Ill, 
Mrs. Ida Kidder, Cedar Rapids. 
W. R. U. Library School, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Miss Edna Isabel Allyn, Eldora. 
Miss Eliza E. Townsend, Keokuk. 
Drexel Institute Library School, 
phia, Pa. > 
Sarah Isabel McFarland, Cedar Rapids, 
Training School for Children’s Libra , 
Pitisburg, Pa. j 
Elizabeth Nelson Robinsen, Sioux City. 
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[Reprinted from the Independent, February 2, 1902. } 


** Read no book that.is less than a 
year old,’? said Emerson. This piece 
of advice, like many others from the 
same philosopher, does not fulfill the 
Kantian requirement of being capable 
of serving as arule forall. If every- 
body followed his advice it would result 
in literary stagnation, and it would be 
selfish for one to shirk his share of 
experimenting in novelties. Books are 
not among the things that improve by 
age. What Emerson was attacking 
was the reading of new books because 
they are new, to the neglect of good 
books because they are old. This is 
an evil which has grown enormously 
since his time. 

To keep up with the times one is 
expected to read in concert with every 
one else. This is the case even with, 
or, rather, especially with books of 
fiction, which may as well be read one 
time as another. At the library or the 
store people ask for the latest, not for 
the best, work of a certain author, 
whether they have read the others or 
not. They would no more think of 
reading last year’s novel than last 
week’s daily. A woman would feel as 
humilated to be seen in public with a 
book out of fashion as she would with 
her sleeves bulging at the wrong end. 
If you catch her with last summer’s 
romance in her hand she will apologize 
for reading it by saying that she was 
sick or abroad when it first came out. 

The flood of unneccessary books is 
to the benefit of nobody. The advant- 
ages of competition are wanting, be- 
cause neither the fit nor unfit survive. 
A book which falls behind at the start 
can not get its second wind. The public 


‘has no chance for comparison. 


The 
magazines have no time to review 
them before they are out of date. The 
booksellers lose on old stock. The 
publishers would much prefer to con- 
tinue to sell their good books already 
in type rather than go to the expense 
and risk of launching and advertising 
so many new ones. The authors suffer 
as much as any from present condi- 
tions, which compel them to write new 
books every year in order to keep up 
the sale of their old ones. 

Against this evil almost the only 
counteracting force is the public 
libraries, and their opposition has 
been fortunately increased during the 
past year by a disruption of the ami- 
cable relations formerly existing be- 
tween the publishers and the libraries. 
We do not propose to discuss here the 
demerits of the case or the advantages 
to be derived by whichever party is 
victorious, but we wish to call atten- 
tion to the way in which the continu- 
ance of the struggle is for the benefit 
of good literature. Commercialism is 
succeeding where transcendentalism 
failed. How many individuals adopted 
Emerson’s advice we do not know, but 
libraries which supply hundreds of 
thousands of readers have now re- 
solved to buy as few books as possible 
wi*in a year of their publication. 

The cause of it was this: When 
the American Publisher’s Association 
adopted the net price rule, refusing to 
supply any booksellers who sold at less 
than the list price, the libraries found 
their cherished discounts curtailed and 
their book bills increased, as they 
claimed, from ten to thirty per cent. 
The libraries struck. A Committee on 
Book Prices was appointed by the 
Amercan Library Association to act 





as walking delegates, so to speak, ‘and, 
’ upon their advice, the libraries bought 
as few new books as possible. They 
purchased second-hand books; they 
took advantage of their right of 
importing duty free and got books from 
England at 20 to 50 per cent less than 
the price of the same books in this 
country; they replenished their sets 
of standard novels instead of buying 
new ones; they bound their periodicals; 


they bought more technical books and 


less fiction. 

This policy is doing much to restore 
the public library to its true purpose 
and position in the community. What- 
ever differences of opinion there may 
be as to the proper functions of a free 
library, it is certainly not intended that 
much of its money shall be devoted to 
satisfying the immediate desires of the 
public for literature so perishable that 
it has to be handled as rapidly as milk 
and eggs. Patrons of the libraries— 
a name applied to those who get books 
from the libraries—demand the latest 
books, and librarians, who are expected 
to satisfy the public, were tempted to 
violate their consciences by ordering 
20 to 50 copies of a well advertised 
novel that in three months would be 
uncalled for. 

Now that the libraries are attempt- 
ing less than ever the impossible task 
of giving everybody the same new 
book they are doing excellent work in 
getting the old books read. The A. L. 
A. list of the best 8,000 volumes for a 


town library, a list of 1,000 of the best 
novels prepared by J. C. Dana, the 
librarian of Newark, and the constant 
personal efforts of hundreds of 
librarians all over the country to direct 
the public to the best in literature 
regardless of its age, all these have a 
powerful influence against the trashy 


and ephemeral. When we comp 
the list of the books most sold d 

the month at the book stores with 
list of the books most called for at 
free libraries we are struck with ¢ 
superiority of the latter. The librarig 
are several months behind the stop 
in time, but they are ahead in qualit 
The books that are being read a 
better than the books that are being 
bought. The classic novels stand ij 
unbroken ranks in every gentleman’s 
library; in the public library they am 
read and worn out and rebound ang 
rebought again and again. The 

of the public libraries are becom 
the most numerous and importante 
of readers, and largely upon them 
devolve the duty of keeping go 
literature alive. If the A. P. 
and the A. L. A. keep up their qu 
long enough the public will be taughj 
two useful lessons: that it is not the 
business of the. public library to supp 
the latest novels and that there 
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many old books as well worth reading 
as the new. It is therefore in ¢ 
‘interests of discord that this editorial 
is written. : 





Care of Cork Carpets. 


The following is reprinted from the 
January number of the Wisconsin 
Library Bulletin: 

‘‘Two libraries have been obliged 
to close recently for repairs on cork 
carpets. If these carpets were pro 
laid in the beginning there would be 
no such trouble. The carpets shot 
be refitted after ten days or two we 
and oiled with a mixture of equal pare 
of boiled linseed oil and turpentine 
before they are used. Otherwise they 
will not fit and will show every i 
print. If the carpet has —s 
in use, it should be scrub 
sapolio, allowed to dry thoroughly a 
then oiled. At the historical libra 
the carpet in the reading room, whic? 
has had very hard usage, is oiled ont 
a year, the oil being rubbed in with 
mop. In other places a brush is wu 
for the oil.”’ 








